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histories. Could we for instance figure to ourselves a Monarch holding per-
sonal command of his Army, dissolving his regiments sacred with a hundred
years of history and relegating their glorious colours to the walls of the
armouries and museums (and handing over his towns to Anarchists and
Democracy). However that is only en passant. The main point is the love
of mankind which fills your warm heart and which prompts you to this
proposal, the most interesting and surprising of this century ! Honour will
henceforth be lavished upon you by the whole world; even should the
practical part fail through the difficulties of the detail. My Government
shall give the matter its most serious attention.
WILLY.1
In the meantime Count Billow, the German Foreign Secretary, had
written to the German Ambassador in London:2
It would be an advantage to Germany if this Peace and Disarmament idea,
which under its ideal outward form makes a real danger of war, were wrecked
on England's objections, without our having to appear in the foreground.
Will you therefore speak to tyLt. Balfour to-morrow on the question and tell
him that the Tsar of Russia has in the most pressing manner expressed the wish
to our most gracious Sovereign that he should show himself favourable on the
advancement of his philanthropic plan. Our most gracious Sovereign, how-
ever, does not intend to do anything which might make difficulties for the
British Government at a moment when an important agreement between it
and the German Government3 is coming to a friendly conclusion. He
wishes, therefore, to know as soon as possible the attitude of England to the
two ideas which are combined in the scheme for a Conference, the limitations
of all armaments, and the examination of all pending questions with the object
of avoiding the danger of war.
I venture, with the utmost confidence, to rely on your Excellency's well-tried
dexterity to guide the exchange of views into channels profitable to Germany's
interests. (August 26, 1898.)
The Ambassador lived up to his instructions, but British Ministers
met him more than half-way. Salisbury considered the Russian pro-
gramme pas serieux ; both lie and Balfour were agreed that no Power
1 G.P., XV, No. 4222, p. 151.
2 G.P., XV, No. 4217, p- 146.
3 Presumably the Anglo-German agreement about the Portuguese African
Colonies concluded on August 30, 1898.   See on this subject G.P. XIV,
Vol. I, Chap. XLII.
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